This cartoon appeared shortly after World War II, when Russia reneged on its agreements with the other Allies on how to handle post-war Europe. Here are five points you asked for:

1. The Iron Curtain was figurative, not literal. The Berlin Wall was literal, and it came later. This was a figure of speech.

2. You notice the man in the background. He is escaping. The Iron Curtain nations kept people in, whether they wanted to be there or not.

3. You will notice the E in Europe is covered by the Iron Wall. That is to show the Iron Curtain divided Europe. Eastern Europe was controlled by the Russians, Western Europe was primarily democratic.

4. The person with the cigar peeking under the wall is "former" British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. He had been voted out of office July 1945 and the Iron Curtain speech was in 1946. Before World War II, Churchill was seemingly the sole person in Europe warning the world about the dangers of Hitler. As the war ended, he was warning the world about Russian dictator Joseph Stalin (the Joe on the wall). He went unheeded at first, which many people believe was why he lost the 1945 election. He wanted to keep an eye on Stalin as he didn't trust Stalin.

5. Notice the industry being portrayed on the Eastern side, but the broken down buildings on the Western side near the wall. That was because during the war, the US and Britain pretty much destroyed the German ability to manufacture war material. The Russians did what they could, but it wasn't as much. Then post war, Russia took eveything they could out of Germany as war reparations, leaving Western Germany destitute and in need of US aid.

Russia was to get a certain amount of coal from the German coal mines as reparations. Germany would ship it via railroad and Russia not only took the coal, they kept the rail cars! Then when Germany didn't have enough rail cars to ship the coal, Russia said the Germans and Allies were reneging on the deal and continued stripping Germany of almost everything.

One final point. Notice when the cartoon was first published - March 6, 1946. Churchill's Iron Curtain speech in Fulton Missouri was given March 5, 1946, the day before. This cartoon was a reaction to the speech.

Cf. : http://www.winstonchurchill.org/

