Part. I: Nazi Bestiality: Massacre of Ukrainian Jews

Questions

· Who is the author ? He was surprised not to have been bothered ; try to find an explanation. 

The author is obviously a builder or a manager of construction in Ukraine. As we can guess by quoting the following sentences: “On 5th October, 1942, when i visited the building office at Dubno, my foreman told me that in the vicinity of the site, Jews from Dubno had been shot in three large pits, each about 30 meters long and 3 meeters deep…Thereupon, i drove to the site, accompanied by my foreman”(l. 1-2; 5). 

He was obviously authorized on the site – “My foreman and I went directly to the pits. Nobody bothered us.” (l. 10). Why? Because he was certainly working for the Germans as a manager of construction and for that was allowed to access the different sites. 

“nor the workers of my firm who stood around” (l.44)

As some other types of workers, he was allowed to remain nearby the slaughtering site. “I was surprised that i was not ordered away, but isaw that there were two or three postmen in uniform nearby” (l. 35-36). With this account, we can assume that a part of the German population – and a part of the population of the concerned countries – could have been informed of the atrocities perpetrated in their neighboring, as some categories of workers could have testified for these atrocities. 

As an eyewitness to the brutal SS executions Hermann Graebe, manager of a German construction firm in the Ukraine, later provided vital testimony in the Nuremberg trials, invoking bitter persecution from many of his countrymen. To escape the hostility, Graebe moved his family to San Francisco where he lived until his death in 1986. Hermann Graebe was honoured as a 'Righteous Among the Nations'.

On October 5, 1942, by accident, Hermann Graebe and his foreman came upon an Einsatz execution squad killing Jews from a small town in the Ukraine. Mass shooting, the commonest means of slaughter, was described with classic simplicity by Herman Graebe before the International Military Tribunal. 

· Explain the background

An essential component of Hitler's racist policy was the elimination of Jewish life in Germany, a policy that gathered malevolent force once he unleashed his war against Poland in 1939. That country became the dumping ground for all those in Greater Germany dubbed by the Nazis as undesirables. Within a year hundreds of thousands of former German Jewish citizens as well as Poles fell victim to the genocidal program orchestrated on behalf of the regime by Himmler and his S.S. Murders escalated as Russia was invaded in June 1941. Vast amounts of Russian territory were enveloped by the invading German armies. In the wake of the conquerors came the same S.S. killing machine to dispose of millions of Russian POW's as well as Russian civilians and all Jews caught in its genocidal net. The war provided the secrecy needed to keep virtually all knowledge of these murders unknown to the ordinary German people as well as the world at large. Only with the recovery of occupied territories by invading Allied (Western and Russian) armies in 1944-5 did the full horror of these years become widely known. The grisly record of the concentration camps formed part of the indictment of the Nazi leaders at their trial at Nuremberg in late 1945. The following eyewitness account of Hermann Graebe, a German construction engineer in the Ukraine in 1942, was cited in the closing speech of the British chief prosecutor at that tribunal.

Quotations: 

· “About 1500 persons had been killed daily. All the 5000 Jews who had still been living in Dubno before the pogroms were to be liquidated”. (l. 2-4)

· What was the attitude of the Jews? Why did they not rebel?

The Jews seems resigned to their fate, according to this testimony. “Without screaming or weeping these people undressed, stood around in family groups, kissed each other, said farewells and waited for a sign from another SS man”. (l. 14-15).

They are, with children, under the threat of the SS guns and wait for death with dignity. They couldn’t have done much than that considering that they were forced to obey by military men and Einsatzgruppen who used their power against civilians populations. (think about the reactions of the passengers of the planes which crashed on the Twin Towers) “Durnig the 15 minutes that i stood near i heard no complaint or plea for mercy”. (l. 16). 

On April 19, 1943, heavily armed Nazi troops penetrated into the Warsaw Ghetto with a grim goal: the liquidation of the ghetto and the deportation of the last remnants of Warsaw's Jews -- some 40,000 men, women and children. The German forces were met by something unexpected: a fierce attack by some 750 young Jews fueled by desperation and armed with a few machine guns, homemade grenades and makeshift Molotov cocktails. The battle between the scrappy Jewish fighters and the mighty Nazi army has been described as a contest between an ant and an elephant. But the Jews held out for a month before the ghetto was finally overwhelmed and burned to the ground, leaving a handful of survivors and a lunar landscape of devastation. On Saturday, as they do every year, Poland's tiny Jewish community marked the anniversary with a small ceremony at the Ghetto Monument on the secular calendar date on which the uprising began. The Polish government is hosting high-level official commemorations on April 29 and 30, to coincide with Yom Hashoah. During the past 60 years, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising has come to symbolize both the horrors of the Shoah and the struggle against Nazi tyranny. 


_ What do you think the father pointed to the sky? 

Some of the condemned Jews found a place of refuge in religion as we can notice in this extract. The father is obviously pointed at the place of God in the sky to show his children where his soul will dwell after his death. 

· What were the component of the Nazi bestiality?

Mass slaughtering: The Nazis established a vast plan to exterminate the Jewish (and Tzigan) population. The infamous Einsatzgruppen and the SS Division perpetrated several slaughter during the war and all over Europe. In France, the SS slaughtered 642 people between 16 and 19 o’clock, the 10th of june 1944. Thousand of jews were slaughtered in Ukraine, Poland, Germany, all over the occupied Europe. On April 19, 1943, Nazi troops killed or deported almost 40000 Jews despite the heroic resistance of the ghetto’s inhabitants. The Nazi troops killed, tortured and acted without any sense of humanity or compassion. 
“The next batch was approaching already. They went down into the pit, lined themselves up against the previous victims and were shot. When I walked back round the mound I noticed another truckload of people which had just arrived. This time it included sick and infirm persons. An old, very thin woman with terribly thin legs was undressed by others who were already naked, while two people held her up”. (L. 36-40).

The most noticeable thing with the IInd World War Genocide was that the assassination of millions of people was scientifically planned and organized as we can see in the text. The Nazis set up a formidable killing machine with no place for human thoughts. In this organization, human beings were reduced to objects and disappeared by millions into the mouth of the gigantic and monstrous slaughtering system. As a writer, survivor of the horror of the camps – Primo Levi –said: “Hope didn’t belong to this word anymore”. 

The Indifference of the torturers: They seem unconcerned by what they’re doing. “I looked for the man who did the shooting. He was an SS man, who sat at the edge of the narrow end of the pit, his feet dangling into the pit. He had a Tommy gun on his knees and was smoking a cigarette”. (l. 30-32) We can notice here a complete indifference to the slaughter and to his own acts. 

Part.II: The survivor of Warsaw. 

· Comprehension: Fill in the blanks. 

· Question: We can find the same brutality against the victims and the same inhumanity. “Are you ready then or do you need the help of my rifle butt? All right then if you really want it!”
· The author is Arthur Schoenberg, a famous composer from the XXth century.

· The story takes place in the Warsaw ghetto. He uses different languages to recreate a realistic atmosphere. 

· The music and the words carry the feelings of the Jews and the tortures: despair, fear and resignation for the first; Brutality and hate for the second. 

Or  Yad-Vashem

Part.III: How let the German people such a terrible tragedy happen? Debate. 

