Gangs of New-York
A movie by Martin Scorsese from 2002. How a movie producer tells the story of his country? 
Amsterdam Wallon (with such a name no need to ask where he comes from. But he’s supposed to be from Ireland in the movie), recently allowed to leave the Hell’s Gate Reformatory, located on an Island in the bay of New-York, arrives on the quays of New-York City among hundreds of irish migrants, welcomed by the threats and gibes of the so-called “natives”. During the evening, the population celebrates the abolition of slavery, proclaimed by the US president Abraham Lincoln, on January 1st, 1863. We can see the gang of “Bill the Butcher”, which strongly stands against this decision, bullying some black people and even throwing a knives at a poster of Lincoln. Then we see Amsterdam getting in the Old Brewery, a migrant’s hostel for irish people in the district of “Five Points” in NYC. 

Vocabulary:

Reformatory: maison de correction

Gibes: quolibets, sarcasms
“natives”: littéralement, les “autochtones”, ceux qui sont nés sur le sol américain (par opposition aux migrants qui descendent des bateaux), ou qui s’estiment être les descendants des pionniers du Mayflower. 

Slavery : esclavage

To stand against something : être contre qqchose

Hostel: un hôtel bas de gamme, une maison d’accueil

District : quartier (ville)

« Five points » : quartier de NY au XIXe siècle qui accueillait la majorité des immigrants, notamment en provenance d’Irlande, d’Afrique ou d’Italie. Le nom de Five Points correspond aux cinq rues qui étaient accessibles depuis l'intersection autour de laquelle le bidonville s'était développé: Mulberry, Anthony Street (aujourd'hui Worth Street), Cross Street (aujourd'hui Park Row), Orange Street (aujourd'hui Baxter Street) et Little Water Street (qui n'existe plus). La cohabitation entre irlandais, noirs, juifs, italiens et anglo-saxon dans ce quartier par ailleurs très pauvre a contribué à forger à partir de NY le mythe de l’American way of life. Le mélange entre musique irlandaise et africaine a donné naissance aux claquettes et aux courants musicaux qui vont inspirer le jazz et le rock’n roll bien des années plus tard. 

Even if Gangs of New-York is a movie, it is based on true events and character. Bill the Butcher, in the movie, really existed and led the multiple gangs of Five Points. The context is also well depicted: we are in 1863. The United States are plunged into the Civil War (guerre de Sécession 1861-1865) and during the same time the north is confronted to a wave of irish migration due to the Potato crisis (which led to a great famine in Ireland because of a parasite, the mildiou, which was destroying the potatoes).

Questions:

· Do you think this part of the movie is accurate historically speaking? Why? 

· Why are the migrants so ill-welcomed by so many inhabitants of New-York? 

· As the migrants get off the ships we can see coffins loaded at the same time on board? Why and whose coffins are they? 

· How can you describe the district of “Five points” in short terms? 
