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Dear readers, this week we decided to pay tribute to an author who died a little over twenty years ago…

Raymond Carver

Raymond Carver is an American author: novelist and poet. He grew up in Washington DC and married a high school friend. He moved to California, where he became interested in writing. He wrote his first novel during the death of his father, in 1967. After writing many books, he wrote Cathedral, a short story, in 1983.

athedral introduces readers in a narrator’s life. At the beginning, we discover the relation between his wife and a blind man, Robert. Robert is going to pay a visit to the wife. The narrator’s wife and Robert are very close to each other. The narrator is jealous and full of prejudices regarding blind men. Readers discover a man trapped in his passions (sex, food, TV…), meeting a blind man who is a reflection of a philosopher. 
To connect the name of the short story to the story... During the evening, the wife becomes tired and falls asleep. The two men are in front of the television, which broadcasts a program on cathedrals. The narrator draws a cathedral for the blind man, and this moment is magic. He then discovers that we must not judge people on stereotypes: a blind man is not necessarily like in the movies. 
I think that the thesis of this short story can be: In spite of our stupidity, we can open our eyes, like the narrator. To explain my point of view, I will make an analysis of some aspects of Cathedral. 
There is a philosophical aspect in ‘Cathedral’ because if we think of the allegory of the cave, we can say that the blind man is the philosopher and the narrator is the learner. The man, who discovers the sun when he left the cave, is like the narrator. 

In fact, the man in the cave is deluded: he looks at shadows while the narrator has prejudices. But when a philosopher comes and gives freedom to him, he discovers the sun and he is free from his passions. In the story, Robert encourages the narrator into drawing a cathedral; he encourages him to leave the cave, the illusions. So, Raymond Carver wrote a rewriting of the cave myth: a prisoner leaves the cave thanks to a philosopher. 
At the beginning he is jealous, he has prejudices (“I’d always thought dark glasses were a must for the blind” [p438, l34]) but he changes and in the end he says that the moment he lived was “like nothing else in [his] life up to now”. Passion, jealousy and prejudices have disappeared, and a link is created thanks to the erotic ascent.
Another aspect of the short story is the erotic ascent. It’s very important, because at the same time as the exit of the cave, a communion is formed between the two men. During the evening, they draw and create a link. At the beginning, their relation was difficult, but when they draw, they go beyond appearances and prejudices: they discover each other. The communion is made thanks to the cathedral, personified as a woman. The blind man said “let’s do her”, “you’re doing fine” and the moment seems to be sensual (“he runs his finger”). The author represents drawing like a communion.
To conclude, I think that the subject and thesis developed in the story are very interesting. I agree that we must not have prejudices and try to “always learn new things.” I did not think at the beginning that the narrator was an interesting character, but I have discovered that he can change and open his mind, that is why I advise this short story to all people who have prejudices, so that they can see a person who changes and becomes opened, besides,  it is nice also nice to read a pleasant story, with funny allusions and dialogues. ■






