REVIEW : CATHEDRAL, RAYMOND CARVER
     At the beginning of this short story, the narrator, who is the main character, is telling us that a blind friend of his wife's is going to visit them. He is named Robert. The narrator is clearly unhappy about this visit. Then he explains in a flash-back, how the blindman and his wife met, and how she worked for him as a reader. When the wife tells her friend goodbye, he asks if he can touch her face. The wife considers it as an important and unforgettable event, which the narrator doesn't understand at all. This will be the first time for more than ten years that she has seen him again for real. They have actually kept in touch. The blindman has just lost his wife, and he's going to spend the night at the narrator and his wife's house. The narrator really misbehaves with the guest according to his wife, who is annoyed and upset. Indeed the narrator is jealous of the blindman for being so close to his wife. We could say the husband is almost disgusted by the friend's blindness sometimes. The narrator is the kind of middle-aged man who's unhappy at his work, jealous of his wife, lonely and unsociable. The blindman reveals the narrator as much as the reader, to be a kind and wise, patient and outgoing person. During the evening, the wife falls asleep, and the narrator seems to forget Robert is blind. Later, Robert and the narrator begin to discuss and even draw  together, but more than drawing, it could be seen as a symbolic sexual intercourse. The surprise of the wife seeing them, underlines this idea.
     What can strike the reader is the fact that at his first reading of the short story, he really feels an ambiguity in the passage of the drawing. There's the phallic symbol of the pen, and the encouragement of the Blindman. The cliche of closing the eyes fits with both ideas, the sketch and the sexual intercourse. We can find it interesting  that there's a kind of ascension, mostly inside the narrator who opens his mind and learns what is communicating with other people. The ascent also concerns  the sexual intercourse interpretation.

We can appreciate the antithesis of finding out knowledge, communication, light, by closing the eyes. And by closing the eye the narrator forgots his prejudices and dived into real human exchanges.

What is smart in that short story is that everything is linked, but sometimes disconcerting because the reader also discovers ideas which were in front of him but which he did not pay attention to.  The short story issues a moral, which is that eyes cannot help sometimes, on the contrary.

It also makes blindness as a wise handicap. Actually, at the end of the story, once you've just read it, you think blindness is a kind of quality. That can affect your own prejudices about blindness,  and everything linked with this handicap. I found  it very clever to  have the characters draw a cathedral as the symbol of the light. Because the allegory of the cave makes the learner see the light. Here the husband left his creepy dark house for an illuminated cathedral.
     According to me, this short story can be read by everyone, from teenagers to seniors, but the philosophical message cannot be understood or seen by all of these people. Everyone should enjoy it as I did, but there might be many interpretations. (A. O.)
