Intro: excerpt from There will be blood. 2007. Adapted from Oil, by Upton Sinclair. 1927 (( 41.16 ( 44.5 ). 

(just a cinemaniac remark: There will be blood failed to get the Oscar in 2007 which was won by No country for old man, shot at the same time also in Texas. This was for sure a good year for Stetson wearing dreadful oilmen and killers…)


Questions de comprehension de l’extrait:

-
How is Daniel Plainview presenting himself? (Professionally speaking of course but also personally)
“I like to think of myself as an oilman.” Plainview is clearly presenting himself as a serious businessman who has “numerous interests all over the state.” But he is also presenting himself as a family man. He insists at first on the fact that he runs “ a family enterprise”, then on the fact that he has a son (“H.W.”), who works with him and, last but not least, on the fact that he himself encourages his men to bring their own families (“of course it makes for an ever so much rewarding life for them”). This last argument is the key point of his speech as it will lead him to enumerate all the benefits the locals can receive from the installation of Plainview’s well. 

-
What is he promising to these people? 
Almost everything: “Family means children, and children means education. (…) So let’s build a wonderful school in Little Boston.” “We’re going to dig water wells here, and water wells means irrigation. Irrigation means cultivation.” (we can notice the perfectly oiled mechanism of his speech…). In short terms, Plainview speaks of milk and honey to these people. 

-
What can we guess about the little community of Little Boston, thanks to this excerpt? 
That it’s a very poor community. We can guess that from the very promises made by D. Plainview: “We’re going to raise crops here where before it just simply wasn’t possible.” Secondly we can see that this a very religious community, the first (and only) question (from the young man named Eli) is: “will this road lead to the new church.” Of course, it will, answers Plainview, of course…

-
While we hear the speech of Daniel Plainview, what can we see on the screen? What was, in your opinion, the intention of the director in showing things that way in his movie?
While we ear the speech, we can see the workers hired by Plainview getting of the train. Then we see the camp set up around the rig (une tour de forage, ce qui n’est pas tout à fait la meme chose que “derrick” qui désigne le mécanisme et l’instrument de forage). At the end, we see all the installations built and in place. 
-
Write in short (3-4 lines) how you imagine things are going after the speech of Daniel Plainview.
Of course things won’t be exactly as Daniel Plainview said they would be. What we have here is a movie of course and the goal of a movie is not to tell history but to tell a story. There is no need here to tell the story of this movie but the title let us guess that it doesn’t end very well. As for history, after the gold rush of 1898, the United States of America knew another kind of fever: the oil rush. 

